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The University of Manchester has been awarded Wellcome Trust (WT) funding in the form 

of an Institutional Translational Partnership award (iTPA). 

The iTPA scheme encourages inter-disciplinary working to address major challenges in 

translational research, specifically, the translation of basic biological research into the 

elucidation of disease mechanisms and the translation of new data into the clinical setting 

and health decision making (Figure 1).  

iTPA P4T Award 

As part of the iTPA scheme, funding is available to progress research projects along the 

translational research continuum through the Projects for Translation (P4T) award. The 

scheme is not intended to fund an entire project, but to support existing projects to 

progress along the translational continuum. Eligible projects could be linked to:  

 Our BRC themes (advanced radiotherapy; cancer precision medicine; cancer 

prevention and early detection; dermatology; hearing health; musculoskeletal 

diseases; respiratory diseases)  

 Other key areas of research strength (cardiovascular, endocrine and metabolic 

science; cellular and development systems; evolution, systems and genomics; 

infection, immunity, inflammation and repair; neuroscience and mental health; 

platform sciences and technologies; population health and ecosystems) 

 Areas from our WT funded researchers  

This list is not exhaustive and other methods of overcoming research challenges will be 

considered. Applications from the area of integrated advanced materials are particularly 

encouraged as this is an under-represented area for early translational research.   

The P4T award will fund four projects with a duration of 6-9 months (but will 

exceptionally consider projects up to 12 months maximum duration).  

If suitable applications are received in December 2018 and all four awards are made, 

there will be no further opportunity to apply for this funding stream so investigators are 

encouraged to apply early. 

Figure 1. The Translational Continuum 
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As this is charitable funding, costs will be provided for 100% of Directly Incurred costs 

only, up to £55,000. Due to the short timeframe of 6-12 months, it is highly 

recommended that projects with currently available resource apply. 

The WT and UoM wish to promote academic-industry interactions (including SMEs) 

through the iTPA scheme; applicants are therefore strongly encouraged to explore how 

awards could be used to develop these interactions. We also encourage interdisciplinary 

proposals, including cross-faculty collaborations. Where possible, please collaborate 

within UoM and associated NHS Trust partners. 

Please note that investigators are strongly advised to consult with a clinician on 

the medical aspects of these translational projects, where appropriate. 

All proposals must: 

 Demonstrate that the use of this award would progress research along the 

translational research continuum 

 Overcome a clear research hurdle on an existing project 

 Have a clear plan and timescale  

The funding will not support: 

 Fundamental or basic research that is not translational 

 Entire translational projects 

 Projects with no clear translational agenda or applied outcomes 

 Staff between posts/funding (i.e. as “bridging” funds) 

 PhD studentships 

 Continuation of normal research grants 

Applicant eligibility 

The lead applicant's contract of employment should exceed the duration of the proposed 

P4T award, and a potential follow on project, prior to application to the P4T award. 

Applications are welcomed from both UoM researchers and partner NHS Trust clinicians. 

Intellectual Property 

Where Wellcome-funded intellectual property arises from the P4T Award, you must obtain 

prior written consent (not to be withheld in circumstances where it is an appropriate 

means of achieving charitable public benefit) before you make any commercial use of, or 

grant to any third party any exploitation rights over, the Wellcome-funded intellectual 

property. As a condition of granting consent, you will be required to accept Wellcome’s 

standard revenue-and-equity sharing agreement as set out in Wellcome’s grant 

conditions https://wellcome.ac.uk/funding/guidance/grant-conditions. 

Finances 

As the iTPA is a 2 year pilot scheme, strict adherence to spending regulations will be 

mandatory for successful applicants. Expenditure will be permitted to the end of the 

agreed time-frame for the project (i.e. last date of project). No spending will be 

permitted after this date. Clearance of invoices will be permitted for 3 months after the 

project end date.  

Reporting 

Successful applicants will be required to submit brief informal monthly updates outlining 

study progression and outputs to the Translational Research Facilitators, to ensure 

projects are kept on track and support can be given if needed. 

https://wellcome.ac.uk/funding/guidance/grant-conditions
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Application process 

Application requests: Applicants should request an application form from Andrea Short 

before 2pm on Friday 28th September 2018. 

Request by phone:  

Andrea is available to discuss project proposals by telephone. Please contact Andrea 

(andrea.short@manchester.ac.uk) to arrange a mutually convenient time for the 

discussion. Please have the following information available:  

 PI Name, School, Domain and Contact Info 

 What area is the project linked to:(e.g, advanced radiotherapy; cancer precision 

medicine; cancer prevention and early detection; dermatology; hearing health; 

musculoskeletal diseases; respiratory diseases, cardiovascular, endocrine and metabolic 

science; cellular and development systems; evolution, systems and genomics; infection, 

immunity, inflammation and repair; neuroscience and mental health; platform sciences 

and technologies; population health and ecosystems) 

 Project summary/ abstract (300 words maximum) 

 Is this part of a current ongoing project? 

 Describe where on the Translational Research Continuum your current research/project 

sits and where it aims to go? (e.g. D1 to D2, or T2 to T3) 

 What is the specific hurdle/bottleneck that you need to overcome? 

 Do you already have researchers in place to conduct this research? (yes or no) 

 Intellectual property (IP): does the proposal have freedom to operate or does it require 

access to background IP? (No checks by UMIP required.) (yes or no) 

 

Request by email:  

Send a 1 page summary of the proposal (Verdana point 10 and 2cm margins) including 

ALL of the information from above, under clear headings. Email to 

andrea.short@manchester.ac.uk before 2pm on Friday 28th September 2018. 

If your project meets the criteria, you will be sent a full application form. 

On receipt of the application form, Research Support Managers (RSMs) and 

Research Support Officers (RSOs) must be contacted as soon as possible but no 

later than 4pm on Friday 19th October 2018.  Applications will not be processed 

after this date. All projects should be costed (100% fEC) and input onto the Research 

Management System (RMS).  

RSS will issue the RMS number to the Translational Research Facilitators for the purpose 

of tracking.  

Proposals MUST be submitted to wtitpa@manchester.ac.uk 

The final application deadline is 11am on Friday 9th November 2018.  

Late applications will not be accepted 

Notification of outcome will be week commencing 10th December 2018 via email to the PI 

NB. All projects MUST start by 31st January 2019. Due to the short nature of the 

grants, no-cost extensions will not be supported. 

For further information, contact Andrea Short (Translational Research Facilitator) 

E: andrea.short@manchester.ac.uk    

T: +44(0) 161 509 3861   M: +44 (0) 7880 480 415 

 

mailto:andrea.short@manchester.ac.uk
mailto:wtitpa@manchester.ac.uk
mailto:andrea.short@manchester.ac.uk
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Appendix 1. iTPA background 

iTPA Aims 

 Building better links between science, technology and innovation 

 Removing barriers between disciplines and making it easier to take the first 

translational leap 

 Supporting and enabling innovation 

 Improving knowledge transfer and building interdisciplinary programmes across 

Health Innovation Manchester 

iTPA Background 

A survey conducted with Wellcome Trust funded investigators identified several 

common barriers to translational research progression. These are: 

 The coordination of clinical sample collection, ethical approval and access to patient 

characteristics and demographic data. This requires specialised expertise that links 

the University with Greater Manchester NHS trusts. Many existing sample or data 

collections have been collected for specific purposes and there is a need to make 

such collection more ‘open’ and available for researchers. 

 Communication limitation between bioinformaticians/biostatisticians and research 

laboratory staff. This requires bioinformaticians/biostatisticians to be embedded 

within research groups. 

 Access to a regulatory network that would advise on regulatory approval process; 

access to technical expertise to help scoping market for technology commerciality. 

 Multidisciplinary and collaborations are crucial for the successful conduct of 

translational research: more collaborations between clinicians and fundamental 

researchers are required in addition to better links with engineering and physical 

sciences. 


